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"How many ducks can I shoot this fall?" inquires a hunter. "Ves I've

read the regulations but I'm still puzzled by some of the legal terms. 1
want to clear up a few pointse"

The duty of seeing to 1t that these regulations are enforced falls on
the experienced shoulders of V. E. Crouch, Chilef of the Game llanagement
Division of the Y. S, Fish and 7ildlife Servicee Let's quiz him on the sub-
Ject.

Question: MNoes the daily bag 1imit on ducks remain at 107

hnswer; Yes, except that you may take an additional bag only of 5
mallards, widgeons or pintails, or any combination of these
three ducks.

Nuestion: Fut suppose my first 10 ducks were all mallards -- Can I
shoot & more mallards for a total of 157

Inswer: Yes. And the answer would be the same il you had asked
about pintails or widgeons.

Question: Can I kill 5 more black ducks if I have a bag limit of 107

Answer: Yo, The black duck is not a mallard although often erron-
eously called a black mallard.

Question: “Thy the extra bag on these particular dueks?

Answer: Because they are now the most abundant species. They are
the species most often concerned with crop demages. Frankly,
we hope to control their depredations as mueh as possible
by allowing hunters a larger bag., DBear in mind this is
only a temporary relaxation. The extra bag might be cut
off at any timee It certainly will be when they cease to
be a problem in crop damage.



Juestion: Vhat about canvasbacks, redheads and bufflehends?

Answer: This year you may take a full daily bag of 10 canvasbacks,
18 redheads, or 10 buffleheadss But not more than 10 in
the aggregate of the threes kinds.

Question: Vhat's the law on wood Jucks?

Answer: You are permitted to take daily 1 wood duck and to have not
more than 1 wood duck in your possession, except in
rassachusetts and Worth Dakota where no open scason is pro-
videde.

Question: Does this 1 wood duck count in my daily bag limit?
Answer: Ycs, it must be included.

Question: Vhat is the possession limit on ducks?
Ansvwor: 20, and in addition you may porssess 10 mallards, widgcons or
pintails, singly or in combination.

Question: Thy has the daily bag limit on American and red<breasted
mergansers been boosted to 257

Answer: They havc beccome so numerous that trout waters are being
depleted by theme In some places thoy are now a real
menace to fish propagation. Incld*ntlv, thero is no pos-
session limit on them.

Question: The daily limit on coots is also 25, isn't it?

Answer: Correct. Coots compete with the ducks for food. Hunters
ought to takc more coots; learn to cook them. We have a
number of intercsting recipes which will be mailed frce on

request. Just address U.S, Fish and Wildlife Sorvice,
Merchandise Vart, Chicago 54, Illinois.

Question: ‘that about pgoose limits?

Answer: There is no change from last year on Canada geese and
brents The daily limit is 2, posscssion 1limit 4. Thesc
may be all Canada geesc, all brant, or any combination
of the tvwo.

Question: 1lay I legally shoot a Ross's goosc, swan or cranc?

Answer: "o apen season at any timc.
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Tow about snows, blucs and white-fronted geese?

This ealls for two answers: (1) In the Pacifie Coast
States the new daily bag limit in effodt this coming
scason allows you tc take 4 snow geese, 4 white~frontcd
geesc, but not more than 4 in the aggrogate of both kinds,
plus 2 of Canada and brant singly or in the aggregnto,
The possossion limit is two daily bag limits. (2) In
the rest of the country, with certain exceptions, the now
daily bag may include 4 snow geese, 4 blue gecse, but not
more than 4 in the aggregate of both kinds plus 2 of
Canada and vhite-fronted geesc and brant singly or in the
aggregotes Possession limit, two daily bag limits.

What arc the "certain exceptions™?

No open scason is provided for snow geose in States border-
ing the Atlantic Coast, in Idaho, and in Bcavecrhead,
Gallatin and Madison counties in Montana,.

What time in cach day of the open scason is watcerfowl
shooting allowed?

From half an hour before sumrise to sunsct, liote one cx-
ception: In Alexandor County, Illinois, goosc may be hunted
only from half an hour boforc sunrisc to noon,

"hat elsc do I nced to know about the regulatisns bofore
I go duclk hunting this f£zl17

Don't forget to have with you, when rcquired, a State
Hunting Liecensc and a Federal Duck Stamp. Thesc arc the
first two things the cnforeement officer will want to sce,

vhon is o Fedoral Duck Stamp required?

Every watcrfowl humtcer ovor 16 ycars of age must have on
his or her porson whilc hunting a properly signcd migra=-
tory bird hunting stamp of currecnt issuc,

“hhen is a stato hunting lieensc roquired?

liost hunters in cach state must have hunting liccnscs,
howcver, this requirement is different in various states,
You should consult your Stato Game Departmont in regard

to state liconses.
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